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The region at a glance

» 5.3 Million people — 9% of
UK total

 Birmingham is 2" |argest
city in UK — population of
more than 1 million.

» 75% of the UK ’s population
IS within 5 hours drive.

* Most ethnically diverse
region in the UK outside of
London.

» Highest concentration of
manufacturers in the UK

» 80% of the region is rural



The workshop of the world

The West Midlands is
the home of the
Industrial Revolution.

The region has built a
reputation for
Innovation, engineering
and industry.

The legacy of our
industrial growth now
confronts us in the form
of climate change.



Our response to climate change

Climate change presents the West Midlands with both a
challenge and an opportunity:

The challenge:

Working with regional partners to reduce carbon emissions and pave

the way to a low-carbon economy

The opportunity:

Building upon our historic strengths to embrace new, low-carbon

business opportunities.



The regional carbon challenge



The regional CO , contribution
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Transport emissions explained

Other transport = 1%

GHG inventory only measures emissions from
domestic aviation (and shipping) — very limited
in the West Midlands

Road Transport = 28%

Road transport emissions include those made
by ‘through-traffic’ i.e. those vehicles passing
through the region but not contributing the
regional economy, and excludes the emissions
by West Midland’s residents outside of the
region i.e. those commuting to work in London.

This methodology may therefore discriminate
against the West Midlands in terms of over-
represented ‘through-traffic’ emissions
compared to other regions due to the extensive
motorway network that cuts through the region
- 25% of total km travelled in the region are on
motorways, vs. 19% for Great Britain.
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National Transport Lead Role

AWM is the Lead RDA for Transport. Our joint National RDA
Transport Priorities are to work with Government:

1. To create a National Sustainable Transport Strategy which:
Delivers a national, strategic and integrated transport network, and

Sets the context for regional transport planning, decision making and
delivery

2. To reduce lead times for transport projects.

3. And other partners to identify ways to increase investment in
transport infrastructure.



The regional reduction potential

Implementing national measures
In the West Midlands will create a
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The Carbon Gap
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Closing the carbon gap

To close the carbon gap supplementary regional reduction measures
need to be added to national mechanisms:

Decentralised energy programme — Combined Heat and
Power, Bioenergy

Smarter working — includes flexible and remote working

- Waste minimisation and reuse

Sharing good practice and action

Research and development — Science City, National Energy
Technologies Institute



The regional energy challenge



The energy challenge for the West
Midlands

The regional response to the energy challenge must reflect the
geography and resources available to the West Midlands.

With limited wind potential, and no marine or tidal generation potential,
the region must look to alternative methods of energy generation.

The Energy White Paper and WMES identify Combined Heat and
Power (CHP) as a key driver of a lower-carbon energy infrastructure.

The region is also well positioned for deployment and supply chain
opportunities for biomass.



The role of Advantage West Midlands



Our regional responsibility

“RDAs are the leading strategic economic and
sustainable development body in the regions...[and]
have the key role in taking forward the
Implementation of the Energy White Paper at

regional level.” (2007 Energy White Paper: Meeting the energy challenge,
p 275)

“Connecting to Success” — the UK'’s first low-carbon
regional economic strategy — outlines support for
decentralised energy infrastructure that enables
efficiency in energy production, supply and use.




Advantage West Midlands’ role

Leadership and influence — UK’s first low-carbon regional economic
strategy.

Our funding:
- Low-carbon research and development and business opportunities
- Low-carbon energy and waste infrastructure

Land and property — setting standards through our key site investments

Business support — Business Link, inward investment, selective grants

Offices — internal environmental management system



AWM & Biomass

Support BioenergyWM to promote opportunities
Support the growth of biomass supply chain opportunities

Demonstrators and R&D — Ludlow, Eccleshall, Aston
University



Key Contacts:

Advantage West Midlands

- Dr. Simon Slater — Head of Sustainable Development
simonslater@advantagewm.co.uk

- Graham Waddell — Energy and Carbon Policy Manager
grahamwaddell@advantagewm.co.uk



