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Background ðMPA policy

Å The UK Government is committed (through OSPAR, 
WSSD, CBD) to setting up a network of marine protected 
areas (MPAs);

Å Delivery through Marine and Coastal Access Bill and 
Scottish Marine Bill (Bill proposed for Northern Ireland);

Å Designated for rare or threatened species and habitats, 
representative habitats, biodiversity hotspots, nursery 
and breeding areas, geological and geomorphological 
interests;

Å Clause 114(7) of the MCA Bill:  ôIn considering whether it 
is desirable to designate an area as an MCZ [Marine 
Conservation Zone], the appropriate authority may have 
regard to any economic or social consequences of doing 
soõ 
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Regional MCZ projects
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Stakeholder engagement process  

 

(from NE and JNCC, 2009)
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MCZ Data Projects

ÅMB102 - biophysical datasets and data layers, 

e.g. maps of fetch and wave exposure maps, 

vulnerability datalayer

ÅMB104 - how socio-economic considerations 

could be taken account of in the planning of 

marine protected areas

ÅMB106 - Collection of a                             

range of socio-economic                          

datasets and layers Overview

Background on 

MCZs

Stakeholder 

engagement

Information 

needs

Regional 

portfolios

Summary



creating sustainable solutions for the marine environment

Renewable Energy - Information needs

1. National and regional policies
Å Renewable energy targets, climate mitigation 

targets - international, national and regional

2. Spatial data:
Å Existing developments

Å Leased sites for near-future development

Å Resources to indicate future development

3. Environmental information
Å Environmental Impacts

Å Compatibility matrices

4. Management measures

5. Other planning constraints

6. Cost (and benefit) information

7. Confidence levels and information gaps
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2. Spatial extent of future resource

Wave:

Annual Mean Significant Wave Height > 2m

Max distance = 12 nm from coast

Tidal:

Mean Spring Peak Current > 2.5 m/s

Max distance = 12 nm from coast
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