SEPA guidance - Composing and Bioerosols: Distance from sensitive receptors

SEPA have published their guidance covering measures that need to be taken by composting sites with regards to bioaerosols.
The full guidance is HERE.

New Applications for Composting Operations
For new applications for composting operations within 250m of a sensitive receptor:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Where the quantity of waste handled exceeds the relevant exemption threshold, SEPA will expect the operator to put in place all measures necessary to restrict the emissions of bioaerosols out with the site boundary unless the operator can demonstrate that such measures are not required. Such measures may include negative aeration or enclosure of the process. 
· Where the quantity of waste handled is below the relevant exemption threshold and the appropriate requirements of paragraph 12 of Schedule 1 to the Waste Management Licensing Regulations 2011, are met, then, unless it appears to SEPA that the in carrying on the activity the operator will not be able to comply with the relevant objectives SEPA will register an exemption. 

Where the proposed composting operation is to be located on or near an existing site that handles biowastes (such as a landfill, wood processing or other composting facility), SEPA will take account of this in its consideration of the application. The applicant should demonstrate that the cumulative emission of bioaerosols in the area does not present an unacceptable risk of harm to existing sensitive receptors.

For new composting operations that are located within 250m of a sensitive receptor, applicants should discuss with SEPA the information which they should submit with the application in order for SEPA to determine the application. This will be based on the individual circumstances of the particular site.

Variation of existing authorisations
SEPA will consider the impact from bioaerosols as part of the determination of any application for variation, taking into account the scale and nature of the variation. If an operator wishes to vary an existing site licence or permit that relates to a site located within 250m of a sensitive receptor and the change to the process may result in an increase in the emission of bioaerosols, they should discuss with SEPA the information which they should submit with the variation.

Existing Sites
SEPA will carry out an assessment of existing composting operations which are located less than 250m from sensitive receptors. The results of the assessment will allow us to consider the need to evaluate existing controls and if necessary consider imposing additional measures to restrict the emission of bioaerosols such as negative aeration or enclosure.

