
A warm welcome to REA members working in the 
solar, energy storage, electric vehicles, large scale 
power markets and finance areas. 
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Kindly chaired by Johnathan MacDonald-Brown, CEO, 
Syzygy Consulting 
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Nadia Smith, Policy Analyst, REA 
nsmith@r-e-a.net  

• Module prices update 
• Building regulations part L review 
• VAT on Domestic Energy Saving 

Materials 
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Below 300 Watt 

Installer Price volume price 
£/panel £/wp £/panel £/wp 

Average  £    85.78   £    0.319   £    84.80   £    0.315  
Median  £    68.95   £    0.253   £    68.11   £    0.250  

High  £  140.60   £    0.574   £  138.89   £    0.567  
Low  £    60.51   £    0.224   £    59.77   £    0.221  

300 Watt or above 
Installer Price volume price 

£/panel £/wp £/panel £/wp 
Average  £  127.04   £    0.386   £  120.86   £    0.368  

Median  £  102.14   £    0.319   £  100.90   £    0.315  

High  £  257.44   £    0.696   £  195.25   £    0.539  

Low  £    79.83   £    0.266   £    78.85   £    0.227  

(as of 1st June 2019) 

Data from Alternergy 
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20-30% fall in module costs from Sept 2018 to June 2019 

Data from Alternergy 
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Building 
regulations 
review 

Part L – Conservation of Fuel and Power 

 

• MHCLG Consultation released, open 
until 10th January 2020 

• Will be implemented in 2020, as a 
primer for the Future Homes Standard 
in 2025 
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Building 
regulations 
review 

Part L – Conservation of Fuel and Power – new 
dwellings only 

 

• MHCLG Consultation released, open 
until 10th January 2020 

• Proposes two options: 
1. 20% reduction in carbon emissions, 

compared to current standard (larger focus 
on energy efficiency measures, still includes 
gas boiler) 

2. 31% reduction in carbon emissions, better 
fabric standards although not as high as 
option 1, includes solar PV 

Option 2 is the government's preferred 
option 
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Building 
regulations 
review 

Part L – Conservation of Fuel and Power – new 
dwellings only 

 

• MHCLG Consultation released, open 
until 10th January 2020 
• (3.13) The government proposes to introduce a ‘Householder 

affordability rating’ into Part L, essentially to prevent 
developers installing direct electric heating which has a low 
capital cost but burdens the occupier with high running costs. 

• (3.40) Future proofing new homes that have a gas boiler installed 
between now and 2025 is proposed, with a proposal to require 
that radiator systems are sized to run at low temperature 
(<55°C), making them heat pump and heat network ready.  

• (3.53) New tables have also been added to SAP allow for the 
monthly variation of electricity, CO2 and primary energy 
factors. This is a constructive move, reflecting that, at present, 
the carbon burden of grid electricity varies across the year and is 
higher in the heating season, the concern here is that these 
tables will likely become rapidly outdated. 

• Re-structuring of the Part L guidance from the current seven 
documents into two (dwellings, non-dwellings) is proposed, as 
part of a broader effort to simplify available guidance. 
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• Commercial installations - Panels must be situated at least 1 
meter from the edge of the roof under permitted 
development. This should not be required for building 
integrated solar panels or solar tiles on pitched roofs, to 
utilise the available space for energy generation. 

• Solar tiles and solar glass should not be subject to visual 
impact regulations, considering their similarity to roof tiles, 
and are a perfect fit for properties in conservation areas and 
World Heritage Sites 

• … 

Box 1 - Innovations in Solar and Legislative 
Change Required 
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Implemented on 1st October 2019 

 

The changes include: 

• Removal the lower 5% rate for Energy Saving Materials in 
most instances but maintain the reduced rate on 
installations of Energy Saving Materials in residential 
accommodation for recipients who are aged 60 or over 
or receiving certain benefits, and for housing 
associations 

• remove the reduced rate entirely for the installation of 
wind and water turbines 

• maintain the reduced rate for all other installations in 
residential accommodation where the cost of the 
materials does not exceed 60% of the total cost of 
installation 
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We have undertaken a number of actions to highlight and campaign 
against the issue and will continue to do so, keeping it on the agenda 
for after October:  

 

• Meetings held with HMT, HMRC and BEIS to oppose measures 

• Two press releases highlighting and opposing changes- coverage in 
Independent (including Editorial), Daily Mail, Reuters 

• Consultation response offering constructive suggested ways forward 

• Support for member public petition on issue (over 10,000 
signatures) 

• Discussions with parliamentarians and APPG Energy Storage chair 

• Signatory to two joint industry letters opposing the measure 

• Social media activity 


