Digester Seeding Briefing Note – November 2019		
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Following a recent Biowaste Regulatory Forum meeting with the Environment Agency (EA), trade associations and industry bodies, it has become clear that more communication is needed on suitable materials for seeding anaerobic digestion facilities during their commissioning phase and the need for a suitable authorisation to have been obtained.

The EA is aware that some operators of anaerobic digestion plants in England may have used or are seeking to use waste digestate for seeding their plants for the purpose of commissioning to ensure tariff guarantee, before obtaining an environmental permit with the correct EWC list of waste code and description.

The seeding and commissioning of AD plants with digestate derived from waste feedstocks or waste is not permissible unless the AD plant has a permit issued (or be registered exempt from the requirement to have a permit).  Seeding and commissioning plants with digestate derived from waste feedstocks or waste ahead of a permit being issued may result in enforcement action being taken by the Environment Agency.  

Similarly the seeding and commissioning with certified digestate (Quality Protocol and PAS 110) is not permitted as the digestate is considered waste material as it is not being used in a designated market as stipulated in the Quality Protocol.  An environmental permit from the EA would be required in this instance.

Seeding and commissioning AD plants with digestate derived from non-waste material (e.g. maize, crop) does not currently require authorisation from the Environment Agency.  

Plants seeking to commission with non-waste digestate must be ready for commissioning and operate in accordance with a robust commissioning plan.   The infrastructure must be designed and engineered to relevant standards and be independently validated before commissioning takes place. 

Regulatory Position Statement 088 which previously allowed the use of sewage sludge for seeding AD plants was withdrawn by the Environment Agency in May 2016.  Sewage sludge can only be used to seed AD plants where an environmental permit is in place and it authorises the acceptance and treatment of sewage sludge.

The EA has asked that relevant parties seek early pre-application advice from the Environment Agency in the development of any proposed AD projects that plan to accept and treat wastes.  

The EA will also be releasing a briefing note but prior to this please take note of and act upon the information in this briefing note.

Questions?

Contacting the EA
For general enquiries please contact the EA at enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk or on 03708 506 506.   If you wish to discuss obtaining or changing a permit or exemption or require other authorisations from the EA, pre-application advice can be requested by following the link here: Environmental Permit Pre-Application Advice 

ADBA members
Please contact Sam Hinton (sam.hinton@adbioresources.org) if you have any questions.

CIWM members
Please contact Tina Benfield (Tina.Benfield@ciwm.co.uk) if you have any questions.

NFU members
Please contact Philippa Arnold (Philippa.Arnold@nfu.org.uk) if you have any questions.

REA members
Please contact Emily Nichols (emily@r-e-a.net) if you have any questions.  

Participants in and applicants to Renewable Energy Assurance Ltds Biofertiliser Certification Scheme
Please contact Georgia Phetmanh (georgia@realschemes.org.uk) if you have any questions.
Renewable Energy Assurance Limited will update its Biofertiliser Certification Scheme Position on Technical Requirements document so it aligns with this briefing note with regard to seeding material.  On input materials REAL’s technical guidance is already aligned.
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