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Forestry Health Check 

• Hardwood deliveries up? 

 

• Softwood deliveries up? 

 

• Employment up? 

 

• GVA steady? 

 

• Timber prices up? 
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Remember this? 

…bring an additional 
2 million tonnes (Mt) 
to market, annually, 
by 2020…supported 
by other sources 
such as 
arboricultural 
arisings and 
recovered wood. 
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Timber deliveries in England 
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UK softwood deliveries 
(thousands of green tonnes) 

Year Sawmills 
Woodbased 

panels 
Woodfuel 

2008 4,933 1,219 300 

2009 5,133 1,135 650 

2010 5,616 1,375 900 

2011 5,859 1,417 900 

2012 6,073 1,269 1,000 

2013 6,407 1,263 1,250 

2014 6,725 1,283 1,500 

2015 6,168 1,334 1,600 

2016 6,511 1,248 1,550 

2017 6,581 1,059 1,600 

2018 6,424 1,210 1,900 
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‘forecast available’ v ‘observed production’ 
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2014 
record 
harvest -
13.6 
million m3 



Our challenge and opportunity  
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thousand cubic metres over bark standing 

Annual average in the 
period 

England 

Total softwood   

2013 - 2016 4,577 

2017 - 2021 4,555 

2022 - 2026 4,113 

2027 - 2031 4,145 

2017 softwood production in England 2,499 m3 



Timber beyond MMAI 
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Threats to carbon stocks 
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Active management 
required to accommodate 

disease, protect and 
maintain ecosystem 
services (including 
carbon) and build 

resilience to climate 
change 



Tree diseases 
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Productivity 
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70% of people think that ‘trees should not be felled in 
any circumstances, even if they are replaced’….. 
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Pre UKFS woodland creation.. 
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UKFS compliance 
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• Breeding birds 
• Historic environment 
• Deep peat 
• Social impact 
• Water quality 
• Landscape/visual impact 
• Designated sites 
• Roading 
• Economic – high 

proportion of broadleaf 
and open space 

 



ELM Goals 
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ELM Goals Outcomes that might be bought by 
government 

Clear Air Reduced concentrations of particulates 

Clean and plentiful water Reduced concentrations of sediment  
Reduced concentrations of N+P 
Reduced concentrations of harmful chemicals 

Thriving plants and wildlife Enhanced status of native species 
Enhance quality, size and connectivity of habitats 

Protection from and 
mitigation of environmental 
hazards 

Enhanced resilience to flooding 
Enhanced resilience to wildfire 
Enhanced resilience to drought 

Mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change 

Increased sequestration of carbon 
Enhanced resilience of environment to climate 
change 

Beauty heritage & 
engagement with the 
environment 

Preserved and enhanced landscape character 
Preserved cultural heritage assets 
Enhanced access to the natural environment 



Perennial energy crops to forestry 
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Cash flow Investment 



Eucalyptus 5 years old 
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• Match silviculture to market – does everyone need to 
grow sawlogs? 

• Improved cash flow and return on investment 
• Regulations ready? How about permanence? 

 


