REA Renewable Transport Fuels Forum meeting notes and actions

Date: Wednesday 7 October, 2020
Location: online

Present: 
Richard Barker (Peel), Daniel Brown (REA), Joe Hardy (Foresight), Matthew Hicks (Foresight), William Mezzullo (Foresight), Marcus Newborough (ITM Power), Dominic Scholfield (Mint Green Sustainability), Paul Thompson (REA), Ian Waller (In Perpetuum – Chair), Kiara Zennaro (REA)

Apologies:
Adam Baisley (Olleco), Mark Christensen (Reliagen), Neville Hargreaves (Velocys), Graeme Kennett (360 Environmental), Neil Kermode (EMEC), Dickon Posnett (Argent), Hilary Stone (Imperial College)

Policy updates

Consultations
· DfT published the outcome of the RTFO buyout price consultation on 25 September. The buyout price will increase from 30p to 50ppl. They hope to do this by 1 January 2021. If that deadline is missed then likely will be delayed until January 2022
· A consultation on changes to the RTFO is expected in the coming months. This is likely to include changes to the use of hydrogen from electrolysis but is likely to be more wide-ranging
· DfT consultation on amendments to RTFO process guidance relating to biomethane. This adjusts the rules for biomethane claiming RTFCs that injected into a gas network outside mainland GB. It also clarifies rules on accounting for losses of gas in the network. A copy of the consultation is attached to these notes. William Mezzullo asked about whether gas claiming RTFCs in those circumstances had received subsidies elsewhere, and how robust the system is. PT to raise with colleagues at Green Gas Certification Scheme and report back. The consultation closed Friday 9 October. A draft response was sent to attendees and some other members who had expressed an interest. The response was submitted within the deadline, please contact Paul if you would like more details
· HMT consultation on restriction on use of red diesel. The REA responded on behalf of its organics members, requesting that red diesel remain available for the waste management sector

Government/politics
· Paul attended RTFO account users meeting, Thurs 1 October. The operating system is being redesigned from scratch. DfT is looking for user input, including from suppliers. Paul to contact DfT and ask to be involved
· Fuels made from material that is not biogenic. Ian Waller reported that DfT are interested in looking at this, subject to constraints on what can be included within the RTFO. PT to pick up in discussions with DfT
· Government green energy speech on 6 October. The Prime Minister highlighted plans to ‘Build Back Greener’ with an REA quote included in the launch press release. Further details are to come, but these are likely to include significant references to hydrogen
· The REA has a meeting with the energy minister, Kwasi Kwarteng on Monday 12 October. Several REA forum chairs will attend (including RTFF), with the opportunity to present co-ordinated, high level messages across the power, heat and transport sectors. Key messages on the fuel side include:
· need for higher renewables blends in HGVs etc where electric vehicles will not have an impact for many years
· potential for hydrogen (and need for clarity on rules on use of electricity)
· fixing interactions between RHI and RTFO to maximise availability of biomethane for transport
· There was a Westminster Hall debate on 6 October, secured by the chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Electric Vehicles. Much of the debate was about electrification, but topics covered included conventional diesel, biofuels, hydrogen, biogas and sustainable aviation fuel

Work streams
It was agreed to set up sub-groups in the following areas. Please contact Paul if you would like further details:
· Availability of feedstock (esp for gas production). William Mezzullo, Dominic Scholfield, Ian Waller, Kiara Zennaro
· Biomethane in transport and interactions between RHI and RTFO. William Mezzullo, Dominic Scholfield, Ian Waller, Kiara Zennaro
· Hydrogen – and particularly interactions with grid electricity and RTFO. Richard Barker, Matthew Hicks, Marcus Newborough, Ian Waller

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 16 December, 2pm. Online

Actions
	Follow up with Green Gas Certification Scheme on chain of custody for biomethane injected outside of UK and claiming RTFCs
	PT

	Contact DfT and get involved in RTFO IT system upgrade
	PT

	Set up meeting with DfT, including covering their approach to fuels made from non-biogenic material
	PT. Meeting scheduled for Friday 16 October

	Set up working groups as identified and invite participation from across the group
	PT



