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Covid-19 Information and Support for the Renewables and Clean Technology Sector
An overview of the work being undertaken by government departments to cope with the economic impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, under four pillars – Heat, Organics, Power, and Transport
We have included an update on our own most recent activities as we work to put our sector on the agenda when it comes to business continuity measures.
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REA Activity Update
At the Association of Renewable Energy & Clean Technology, we have launched an advice page on which members can find links to access information and support.
[bookmark: REA]Progress on Covid-19 Business Continuity and Green Recovery Work
The REA is prioritising business continuity work for our members at this current time of national and international pandemic. 
We have been working with Government on the future of working safely. The REA has been using a log of issues provided by members and input from our Policy Board to feed into these discussions and to highlight the relevant barriers and requirements for the renewables and clean technology sector. Please contact us if we can help your business.
As part of our business continuity work, we have:
· Calls with the Minister of State at the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Kwasi Kwarteng MP to highlight our priorities for safe and practical working
· Weekly calls with a Senior Director within BEIS to press our members’ concerns
· Regular calls with the group feeding in Business Continuity messaging to Number 10
· Senior level contact with all other relevant Government Departments and Regulators
· Been working with Government on the development of guidelines for safe working in the future, as detailed above
· Distributed a survey on ‘Working Safely’ and fed back to Government
· Compiled and are updating a Log of all member concerns, which is sent to Government regularly
· Set up a dedicated area of the REA website to keep members updated
· Continued to upload the latest information to the briefing and our website 
· Sent out regular specific news items to relevant affected members
· Run business support information webinars to help members understand the financial support available
· Supported the decarbonisation of the Aviation transport sector through our CEO, Nina Skorupska CBE, who sits on the UK Gov’s Jet Zero Council.
· Produced a member briefing on the 2020 Spending Review which included support for EV charging infrastructure. The briefing can be read here. 
· In light of proposals for last resort disconnection of embedded generation (GC0147), campaigned for a clear compensation process, national planning basis for outages, and ensuring such proposals are only used as a last resort measure. See more in the Power section below.

Summary of business support
· Future Fund Loans - Businesses will need to have gained a total of £250,000 investment from funding rounds across the last five years and be able to match the government funding with private investment. The government loans will be worth up to half the original funding, so from a minimum of £125,000, with a maximum of £5 million.	
· Bounce Back Loans - Aimed at small to medium sized businesses and enables them to borrow between £2,000 and £50,000. The government will guarantee 100% of the loan. Businesses are eligible even if they were in financial difficulty prior to the pandemic. This scheme has been extended and is now open until 31 March 2021.
· Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) – Small- and medium-sized businesses with a turnover of up to £45 million will be able to access loans and other kinds of finance up to £5 million. This scheme has been extended and is now open until 31 March 2021. The government guarantees 80% of the finance to any of the 40 accredited lenders, and pays interest and any fees for the first 12 months. 
· In addition, a Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CLBILS) exists to support mid-sized to larger UK business with a group turnover of more than £45 million, with finance available up to £200 million. This scheme has been extended and is now open until 31 March 2021.
· Companies House is encouraging businesses to file their annual accounts early and online. This is because there is reduced capacity at Companies House to process posted accounts.
· BEIS has a ‘support finder tool’. The government has also launched a business support helpline and webchat service. The website also provides Christmas and New Year opening hours for the business support helpline. 
· Trade Credit Insurance Support - Government announced that businesses which rely on Trade Credit Insurance for cover in the supply chain will be further supported. The government will temporarily guarantee business-to-business transactions currently supported by Trade Credit Insurance. This will support supply chains and keep trading confidence. On 4 June, a £10 billion Trade Credit Insurance guarantee was announced.
· Free advice is being offered to small businesses through the scheme run by Enterprise Nation,. The advice includes legal, bespoke, accountancy, advertising, marketing, recruitment and digital advice. 
· Small Business Leadership schemes - Government has invested £20 million in two training programmes to help develop management skills in small businesses. The 10-week, online Small Business Leadership Programme will focus on leadership skills to help address challenges, some of which have arisen during Coronavirus. The Peer Networks Programme will help business owners to improve problem-solving skills through guided exercises. 
· The government announced a deferral of VAT payments due between 20 March and 30 June 2020, which was later extended for businesses that had already deferred, to March 2022. 
· The Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme was launched on 26 May. It allows small and medium sized employers to recover the costs of paying Coronavirus-related Statutory Sick Pay.
· The Government’s Job Support Scheme, originally set to run from November 2020 to March 2021, has been postponed.
· Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CRJS) - The Government has announced the extension of the furlough scheme, officially the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS), which was set to be wound down throughout October and close at the end of the month. It will now run until the 1st April, covering 80% of worker’s usual salary for hours not worked up to £2,500 per month.
· The Government announced on 8 July that every employer who retains furloughed staff until the end of January 2021 will get £1,000 per furloughed employee they keep on under a Job Retention Bonus scheme. This has been postponed due to the extension of the CRJS
· The Self-Employment Income Support Scheme has been extended and increased to cover 80% of trading profits (capped at £7,500 paid in a single instalment) from November to January for all parts of the UK. A further grant will follow covering February to April. 
· [bookmark: HMRC][bookmark: HM_Treasury][bookmark: MHCLG]Council tax and business rates deficits can be repaid over 3 years instead of 1.
· A new Code of Practice has been developed to help commercial tenants and landlords work together to keep businesses viable. The Government has extended the moratorium on commercial rent evictions until the end of 2020.
· The Government has announced some relaxations on planning and construction rules, including an extension of planning permission deadlines until April 2021.
· Strategic Framework Business Fund (SFBF) – The Scottish Government has announced business support supplementary to the UK furlough scheme. The SFBF provides, for all businesses required to close, a four-weekly grant of £2,000 or £3,000. Smaller grants are available to businesses which are open but subject to trading restrictions.

Heat
The Government released a package of measures to support the heat sector. You can read about these in an REA briefing here.  
Green Homes Grant
As part of the Government’s ten-point plan for a green industrial revolution, the Green Homes Grant (GHG) has been extended by one year, until the 31 March 2022. All details for the GHG can be found here.



Organics
[bookmark: New_Committees][bookmark: SEPA][bookmark: _Hlk36804809]Waste Industry Safety & Health forum
The Waste Industry Safety and Health forum (WISH) has produced guidance on managing COVID-19 risks in the context of a range of waste management activities. This has been updated regularly and a summary of the guidance is kept up to date at the REA webpage on the WISH guidance. 
It gives information on what to do if an employee shows symptoms, some general precautions and then advice for specific waste management operational types and functions.

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Food and garden waste collections and HWRCs (in England only)
The government published (7 April) non-statutory guidelines for local authorities on the prioritisation of waste collections in England during the coronavirus pandemic.  Devolved administrations are responsible for determining their own guidelines and the REA is participating in the Scottish Government’s COVID-19 Waste Sector Forum.
Food waste is categorised as high priority as too are mixed food and garden waste collections and should be maintained as much as possible.  Garden waste on its own is categorised as low priority and if it cannot be collected at least once per fortnight Defra recommends temporary suspension of this service.  
Following the announcement of a second national lockdown on the 5th of November, Defra have since expressed their understanding that the restrictions should not affect the operation of the waste sector. Collections, treatments, processing, and disposal should all continue to function, including household waste and recycling centres. 
This is also the case for Tier 4 areas, which Defra confirmed on the 19th of December. In this tier there are no restrictions on the waste and resources sector carrying on its work, and it remains explicit that HWRCs remain open. 
Household Waste and Recycling Centres  
Government have published guidance on managing Household Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRCs) in England during the coronavirus pandemic. This non-statutory guidance is to help local authorities reopen, or to keep open HWRCs. It sets out what may be considered necessary, as well as measures to support the operation of HWRCs with public health measures.
There are no restrictions on undertaking a journey to a HWRC in the local area to dispose of waste.
Defra have also published the results of a Covid-19 Waste Sector Survey, which was commissioned to understand the ongoing impacts of Coronavirus on the waste sector and where challenges might exist.



Environment Agency & Forestry Commission
In September the EA issued an update to acknowledge that it is experiencing delays to permitting. They also issued a letter to stakeholders on the status of their permitting service and their Covid response.
The EA have published a number of Regulatory Position Statements during the pandemic, some of which have been withdrawn. An up to date list of those still in force can be found here. Relevant ones include:
· An RPS on monitoring emissions from some environmental permitting activities. This details when you can delay and reschedule air and water monitoring and other environmental monitoring because of Covid-19 restrictions.
· An RPS on Social distancing when signing and handing over waste transfer consignment notes in person. 

Technical Competence
The Environment Agency has acknowledged to the REA that some biofuel, biomass and waste businesses may be concerned about being able to satisfy attendance requirements of technically competent management (TCM) while sites are running at reduced staffing levels. The agency has indicated that it is willing to be pragmatic in its approach but warns that it is a requirement to have TCM as a component of the permit. They note that where TCM cannot attend, the operator should be capable of operating the plant safely through training and EMS. Operators should ensure that they have incident response plans and rotas in place. The EA’s detailed response about TCMs can be read here. They have extended the date to comply with Wamitab/ CIWM competence scheme until 1st January 2021.

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
SEPA have launched a Covid hub. This is where SEPA sets out its overall approach and it is where SEPA will publish guidance relating to the response, including temporary regulatory positions.  Key points for members can be viewed on the REA website here.
[bookmark: WISH][bookmark: Scottish_Gov]
Scottish Government
The REA has produced a Member Briefing detailing the policy decisions taken by the Scottish government that are particularly relevant to organics and recycling members. It also includes other guidance and information.
HWRCS reopened on 1 June. Guidance has been released by the Scottish Government in conjunction with COSLA.
The Scottish Government has created a guidance and support hub for the waste sector.
Procurement – Supplier Relief
The Procurement Policy Note published by the UK government does not apply in Scotland. The Scottish Government has issued a policy note set out guidance for public bodies on options for payment to their suppliers, to ensure a continuity of service.
Strategic Framework restrictions
The Scottish Government has published guidance on which workplaces can be open in areas that are in level 4 of the Strategic Framework restrictions. The waste sector falls under two categories of workplaces which can remain open: Critical National Infrastructure, and Other businesses and workplaces that can stay open in level 4. More details can be found here. 
In addition and in response to feedback on the Strategic Framework, guidance was updated to detail that: 
· The waste sector and its workforce are classified as essential and HWRCs will be able to remain open through all levels of the lockdown. 
· The public health guidance on physical distancing has not changed, so the Strategic Framework should not have an impact on arrangements at workplaces to protect the workforce. 
· There is clear shielding advice outlined on pages 42-44 of the Strategic Framework, found here. 
· Levels for local authorities are being reviewed weekly, but the Strategic Framework will not be updated so frequently.

Chartered Institute for Waste Management
CIWM have launched WasteSupport, a ‘virtual marketplace’ to support the resources and waste sector during the COVID-19 crisis. WasteSupport is a new, free online platform which provides a fully searchable sharing forum. It enables local authorities facing resource challenges during the COVID-19 crisis to indicate where they need service capacity support, as well as other requirements such as PPE or vehicle maintenance engineers. Commercial waste collection firms with surplus capacity will also be able to use the platform to indicate those services they are able to supply, thereby providing a ‘virtual marketplace’ to facilitate sharing. Zero Waste Scotland have also created a similar tool for Scotland.

There has been confusion recently over the classification of waste from the recent mass testing as part of efforts to limit the spread of Covid-19. This guidance indicates how waste is classified and how it should be disposed of.


Power
Contracts for Difference and the Capacity Market
BEIS proposed changes to the Electricity Supplier Obligation Regulations in response to coronavirus. BEIS is protecting suppliers from 80% of the increase in suppliers’ obligations in Q2 2020, and has amended the electricity suppliers obligations to be increased in Q2 2021. A response published on 4 June will see the amount of the increase in electricity supplier’s obligations for the second quarter 2020 (which would otherwise have been collected in July by the LCCC), deferred to the second quarter 2021. The Government will protect suppliers from up to 80% of the increase in obligations, an increase from 67% in the original proposals.

New Grid Connection Works
Ofgem and the Energy Networks Association (ENA) have confirmed that during the second national lockdown, new grid connections will still be progressed and will not be functionally blocked by the DNOs. The current guidance for networks published on July 1st can be read here. This will be kept under review by the ENA. 


Charter for Safe Working Practice
On 14 May the Government published a charter in agreement with major housebuilders and with the Construction Leadership Council. This can be displayed as a poster at sites, setting out what the site management has agreed to do to maintain safe working practices and contact information.

Proposals for Last resort disconnection of embedded generation consulted on (GC0147)
Following unique strains on the system during the first lockdown, the ESO launched a process to disconnect embedded generators if required in extreme circumstances on the network (originally triggered by the record low demand and high solar generation on the May bank holiday this year). REA have campaigned for a clear compensation process, national planning basis for outages and ensuring it is only used as a very last resort measure. The consultation closed at the end of November and the enduring policy framework must be in place by May 2021, we will continue to update members on the proposals.

Transport
Funding for Green Recovery
The Government has committed £350 million to cut emissions in heavy industry and transport, including aviation, space, construction and other heavy industry. The package includes £139 million to support the transition from gas to clean hydrogen and scaling up CCS. The Government has also launched a Jet Zero Council.

New Grid Connection Works
Ofgem and the Energy Networks Association (ENA) have confirmed that during the second national lockdown, new grid connections will still be progressed and will not be functionally blocked by the DNOs. The current guidance for networks published on July 1st can be read here. This will be kept under review by the ENA. 
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