Smart charging legislation - summary of key policy positions 

The below table sets out the expected key policy positions for the upcoming smart chargepoint legislation. These will be outlined in more detail within the Government’s response to the 2019 smart charging consultation. 

Note – these policy positions are not final Government policy and could be subject to change. 

Phase one legislation

	Policy position
	Description

	Scope
	The legislation will apply to private chargepoints, meaning domestic and workplace chargepoints, used to charge vans and passenger vehicles. The legislation will most likely apply in GB only. It will not apply to rapid chargepoints. 

	Smart functionality 
	 “Smart functionality” means a chargepoint must have the ability to—
(a) send and receive information and;
(b) respond to external signals by modulating the rate of electricity flowing through the charge point
The legislation will also mandate that a complaint chargepoint must be capable of supporting demand side response services.

	Monitoring and metering of energy consumption
	Per the consultation and PAS 1878, the chargepoint should meter or calculate electricity consumed (to a minimum accuracy level (10%) and be capable of taking readings every 1s, per PAS 1878) and the time the charging event lasts. The chargepoints should provide a method for the consumer to view consumption and charging event information.

	Default smart charging
	· A chargepoint must provide a consumer interface that enables users to schedule their chargepoint to charge (either on the chargepoint or by another method).
· When a user first uses their chargepoint, they must be asked to input a charging schedule. 
· The charging schedule must be preset to not charge at peak times. These times will be defined in legislation.
· An exception clause will be included to allow a chargepoint seller to not comply with this requirement if a chargepoint is sold with a DSR service. 

	Cyber and data security/privacy
	Requirements in line with ETSI EN 303 645 will be mandated, with additional requirements on security logging and physical protections per PAS 1878. 
This will include requirements such as: 
· No default passwords
· Software must be securely updated, and communications encrypted
· Robust protection of security credentials, where these are stored on the charge point 
· Verification of data input to the chargepoint via user interfaces

	Randomised time delay
	A random time delay (30-minute delay capability, up to 10-minute delay by default) must be applied to all charging scenarios, excluding certain DSR services (response mode DSR) and where a delay has already been applied to the command. The user must be able to override this random delay. 

	Interoperability
	All chargepoints must retain their smart functionality upon the consumer switching energy supplier.  

	Safety 
	Chargepoints must be configured so that in the event of any conflict between complying with smart charging requirements and complying with existing legislative safety requirements, priority is given to complying with the safety requirements.

	Enforcement
	· All requirements will come into force 6 months after the laying date, apart from the cyber security requirements which will come into force 12 months after the laying date. The laying date is expected to be Autumn 2021.
· Industry guidance will be published to supplement the legislation and aid industry in meeting the requirements. We will be seeking some industry input to help inform this work, with more details to follow this summer. 

	Assurance
	· All requirements will be self-assured. There will be no certification or testing requirements. 
· When a chargepoint is sold, it must be accompanied by a statement of compliance. There must also be a technical file available for the chargepoint. A register of chargepoints sold must also be kept. 



Phase two legislation

· The 2019 consultation included a call for evidence on phase two legislation. 
· The Government response will commit to taking forward this second phase of legislation and set out the next steps we will take to delivering this. 
· The scope of the legislation will be broader than that originally proposed in the 2019 Call for Evidence. It will not be EV specific, but instead cover a broader range of smart systems, including all organisations performing a “load controlling” role. This will include, but is not limited to, electricity aggregators and chargepoint operators. 
· The smart metering system remains the lead option, but Government is continuing to explore alternative or complementary solutions to smart metering that would still meet Government’s policy objectives. Using BSI PAS 1878 and 1879, alongside a supporting regulatory framework, is one such option. 
· We intend to consult on this legislation in 2022. 

Transmission of chargepoint data 

· The 2019 consultation included a call for evidence on mandating that chargepoint data must be transmitted to specific parties, such as network operators. 
· The Government response will commit to taking forward further work on exploring whether private chargepoint location and energy data should be shared with specified parties.
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