REA COVID-19 Member Update – Last updated 25/01/22

Covid-19 Information and Support for the Renewables and Clean Technology Sector

Following the relaxation of rules in the UK on the 19th of January 2022, this briefing now focuses on a pertinent issue for our members caused by the pandemic and the ensuing restrictions, the current rules, restrictions, and exceptions that are in place in the UK, and an overview of financial support by Government available for REA members. In addition, the REA outlines the work it has undertaken since the start of the pandemic to support our members through a difficult period. 
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1. Summary of current rules, restrictions, and relevant exceptions

General guidance on appropriate workplace measures published by the Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) can be found here. The Prime Minister has announced that from Thursday 27th January, restrictions in England will return to the Plan A scenario. From Wednesday 19th January, Government is no longer asking people to work from home if they can. From the 27th, venues and events will no longer be required by law to use the NHS Covid Pass, and face coverings are no longer required by law in any setting. Read more details on the latest changes here.
Restrictions in England currently include:
· Testing: when a person shows symptoms, in high-risk workplaces, and to help people manage their personal risk;
· Isolating: when testing positive, or contacted by the NHS Test and Trace app;
· Border quarantine: travellers who are arriving in the UK and are fully vaccinated do not need to quarantine, nor, as of the 11th of February 2022, take any Covid tests – see details here. If you are not fully vaccinated, please see more details here.
From the 17th of January 2022, self-isolation rules for those with Covid-19 have been changed. People self-isolating with Covid-19 have the option to reduce their isolation period if, after 5 full days of self-isolation, they test negative on both day 5 and day 6 and do not have a temperature. Those who still test positive (using rapid lateral flow tests) must continue to self-isolate until they have 2 consecutive negative tests taken on separate days – please see more details here.
Cautious guidance includes recommendations to minimise social contact where possible, working from home if possible, being outside or letting fresh air in if possible, and wearing masks on public transport or in crowded areas. 

Additional guidance specific to the implications of rules for offices, factories, and labs can be found here.

2. Financial support for businesses during the pandemic

Much of the financial support available to businesses over the duration of the pandemic has now closed to new applications. Below is a list of financial support which is available as of the date this briefing is being written, noted at the top of the document. 

· A Recovery Loan Scheme (RLC), launched on 6th April 2021, extended until the 30th June 2022, subject to review. It ensures that, other Covid support loans have closed, businesses of all sizes can continue to access loans of up to £10 million per business. 
· Changes since the 1st of January 2022 include:
· Scheme will only be open to small and medium sized enterprises
· Maximum amount available is £2 million per business
· Guarantee coverage that Government provides to lenders is 70%.
· BEIS has a ‘support finder tool’. The government has also launched a business support helpline and webchat service. The website also provides Christmas and New Year opening hours for the business support helpline. 
· The Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme was launched on 26 May 2020. It allows small and medium sized employers to recover the costs of paying Coronavirus-related Statutory Sick Pay.
· Free tests are available for HGV drivers, now at various upstream testing centres. The new testing centres provide Covid tests for drivers before they drive to Kent, and are in addition to the offer from DHSC to support businesses set up their own testing centres at their depots. For details on the DHSC offer, contact Defra Waste Contingencies. 

3. REA activity update

Throughout the pandemic, the REA prioritised business continuity work for our members. We worked with Government closely, using a log of issues provided by members and with input from our Policy Board to ensure that the essential work our members do could continue as smoothly and safely as possible. 
Our efforts included calls with the Minister of State at BEIS, weekly calls with a Senior Director within BEIS, regular calls with the Business Continuity group feeding into Number 10 policy, as well as senior contact with all other relevant Government departments and regulators. We designed, compiled, and distributed a variety of resources for our members and Government, including: a survey on ‘working safely’; a log of member concerns and issues; a dedicated REA website page; this Covid briefing, regularly updated with restrictions by industry and available support; support information webinars; briefings on the 2020 Spending Review and proposals concerning the last resort disconnection of embedded generation. 
If you are experiencing any disruption or problems due to Covid-19 please do not hesitate to get in touch with us and we will raise these with relevant departments. 
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