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Agenda

14:00 - 14:05 - Welcome and introductions (Louise 
Whatham) 

14:05 – 14:10 – Opening forewords from BEIS 
(Lord Callanan) and Ofgem (Philippa Pickford)

14:10 – 14:20 – Consultation Response (Andrew 
Muir) 

14:20– 14:30 – Guidance Overview (Matthew Hall)  

14:30 – 14:40 – Application Process and Eligibility 
(Charlotte Baker)

14:40 – 14:55 – Online Portal Demonstration (Liezl 
de Wouters d'Oplinter) 

14:50 – 15:15 Q&A and Closing Comments
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GGSS Consultation Decision

15 responses received

• biomethane producers

• gas suppliers

• consultancies

• industry and trade associations 

Stakeholders included:

• a summary of stakeholder views 

• Ofgem’s response to feedback received

• an outline of our proposed administrative approach

• clarification on policies which are fixed in the regulations set by 
BEIS

The decision document provides: 

GGL & 
GGSS 

consultation 
published

5 July 
GGL & GGS 
consultation 

closed

13 
August 

GGL & 
GGSS 

decision 
published

9 
November
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GGSS Consultation Decision
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Broad agreement on the 
tariff guarantee process

It was recognised that it was 
it was helpful to have a 
similar process to NDRHI

Request for shorter 
application reviews 
timescales

Increased certainty of 
timescales

Stage 1 evidence 
requirements: too much 
detailed required

Stage 1 evidence 
requirements weren’t always 
specific enough increasing 
risk of not commissioning
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At this time, we’re not 
committing to a specific 
review timescale due to 
variation between 
applications submitted

We will balance robust 
checks with review 
timescales

Eligibility and Application Process 
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GGSS Consultation Decision
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d Streamlining of stage 3 

application evidence 
requirements

Definitive list of 
requirements  and where 
there is flexibility in what we 
can accept

Clarifying areas where plant 
equipment can be re-used

Budget publication frequency 
increased
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Network Entry Agreements 
can be used to demonstrate 
that certain components 
have been commissioned at 
stage 3

Fully constrained the 
definition of Equipment Used 
to Produce Biomethane

Other areas left as indicative 
lists due to variations 
between installations

Equipment used to produce 
Biomethane must not have 
been previously used for the 
purposes set out in the 
regulations

Other equipment can be re-
used, re-purposed, shared

Eligibility and Application Process 
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GGSS Consultation Decision
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d Periodic data and payments:

• Generally supportive of 
approach, similar to RHI

• Timescale concerns

• Obtaining data directly 
from Xoserve

FMS

• A register of pre-approved 
common feedstocks O
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Periodic data and payments:

• We need to balance the 
robustness of checks with 
the review time

• Xoserve doesn’t capture all 
the data required we 
require direct participant 
submissions

FMS

• Ofgem will not offer pre-
approval for common 
feedstocks

• Looking at improvements 
to FMS questionnaire

Other Points Raised



GGSS Guidance Document – Forward Look
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Green Gas Support Scheme guidance: schedule

Comment 
period 
closes: 

four weeks 
from 

publication

Version Two, 
for comment 
published:

Q1 2022

Comment 
period 
closes: 

21 
December 

2021

Version one 
for comment 
published: 

23 
November 

2021



GGSS Guidance Document
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Purpose of Guidance

Provide 
guidance on 

our 
administrative 

approach

Provide 
details of 

operational 
processes

To explain the 
Regulations 

clearly

Help 
prospective 
applicants 
prepare to 

apply

Remember: our guidance does not include any legal or 

technical advice.

Participants should seek their own, independent advice if required.



GGSS Guidance Document - Feedback
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1. Is the draft guidance easy to 
read and understand? 

2. Is it user-friendly?

3. Are there any sections which 
are ambiguous?

4. Are there any sections which 
could be better explained?

Send your feedback to: 
Future.HeatPolicy@ofgem.gov.uk



GGSS Guidance Document
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GGSS Guidance Document: Structure
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Version One:

• Key concepts

• How to apply

• Eligibility

• Fuelling and sustainability

• Summary of data submission

• Summary of ongoing obligations

• Feedstock requirements

• Interaction with RTFO

• Audit and Compliance

Version Two:

• All chapters from version one, plus

• Periodic data and payments

• Making changes to your 

equipment

• Account changes

• Change of registered producer

• Glossary of terms

All guidance issued will be contained within a single guidance document. 
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Application Process Overview

A properly made application for 
registration must be submitted 

within 183 days of expected 
injection date or by 30 

November 2025; whichever is 
earlier

Applicant 
submits an 

application for 
a TG

Ofgem check 
if the 

application is 
properly made

Ofgem check 
whether there 

is budget 
available to 

allocate to the 
project 

Provisional 
Tariff 

Guarantee 
Notice issued

Financial close 
evidence 

provided within 
3 weeks of 
PTGN issue 

date

Application 
placed in TG 

budget queue -
Applicant 
notified

Application is 
rejected

Application is 
rejected

Tariff 
Guarantee 

Notice issued 

Tariff 
Guarantee no 
longer applies

Registration 
granted

No

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YesNo

No

No



Eligibility: Exclusions
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A person may not make an application for a GGSS tariff guarantee if: 

Expected injection date is 
after 30 November 2025

Equipment has been used 
for the purpose of 

registration under the 
Non Domestic Renewable 
Heat Incentive scheme 

(“NDRHI”)

A NDRHI Tariff Guarantee 
application was 

withdrawn after the GGSS 
regulations come into 

force

A participant has used the 
equipment to produce 
biomethane and has 

withdrawn from the GGSS 
scheme

Equipment has been used 
to produce biogas or 
biomethane, or both, 

before GGSS regulations 
come into force 



Location of biogas 
installation and 
injection point

Maximum initial 
capacity

Biomethane 
injection date

Evidence of a 
connection 
agreement

Volume of  
eligible 

biomethane 
injection

Applicant’s 
name and 
business 
address

Planning 
evidence 

Any further 
information 
required by 

Ofgem

Stage 1: ‘A properly made application’ Biomethane



Stage 1: Things to remember

No amendments
❑ Once a TG application as been made, it cannot be amended 

unless the changes are authorised by Ofgem.

Commission and injection date
❑ Expected injection date must be on/before 30 November 

2025 or within 183 days of your expected injection date; 
whichever is earlier. 

Planning evidence 
❑ Where planning permission is required for any of the 

equipment used to produce biogas or biomethane, evidence 
must be in the form of a decision letter which confirms that 
planning permission has been granted. 

❑ Where planning permission is not required, the following 
evidence must be provided: a Lawful Development Certificate 
or written correspondence from the planning authority that 
planning is not required or a declaration as to why planning 
permission is not required. 



Stage 1: Things to remember

Signed documentation
❑ Connection agreements must be signed by both 

parties. Where contracts are dependent on 
payments being made, we may request to see 
evidence that payment has been made

Ensure all figures are validated
❑ This includes the capacity of biomethane injection 

Don’t forget your Letter of Authorisation
❑ This should be uploaded to the application and can 

be downloaded from our website
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Stage 2: Evidencing Financial Close

“Financial close” means the date on which the applicant has entered into all 
financing agreements in relation to all the funding required for the construction of 
the proposed plant, or the production and injection of biomethane. This evidence 
must be provided within 3 weeks of the PTGN issue date.

Show 
sufficient 
funds for 

completing 
construction

Include the 
evidence that 
the auditor 

has reviewed

Include a 
report 

verifying 
evidence by 

an 
independent 
auditor who 

is not a 
connected 

person

Show that 
funds are 
formally 

committed to 
the project

Be signed by 
both parties 
where it is 

an 
agreement

Agreements 
in place with 
contractors 

showing 
project is on 

track to 
commission

Loan 
(facility) 

agreements, 
loan offers, 

capital 
investment, 
investment 
bank docs, 

bank 
statements

Show photos 
or invoices of 
development 

where 
physical 

development 
is established

Land 
ownership or 

lease 
agreements

Notification 
of project 
sponsors -
including 

their 
experience 

and 
agreements 
entered into

Estimated 
project costs

Project, EPC, 
O&M and fuel 

supply 
agreements



Stage 2: Things to remember

Don’t miss the deadlines
❑ Evidence of financial close must be submitted within 3 

weeks of the PTGN issue date

Signed documentation
❑ All agreements must be signed by both parties

Getting the organisational structure right
❑ Give clear details on project structure, parent companies, 

SPVs, loan providers, investors etc.

Format for audit report
❑ Format for the audit report must be ISAE 3000

Allocation of funds
❑ There is limited GGSS budget – funds will only be allocated 

to projects that have met the requirements



What happens next?
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If granted, applicants will have until 30 November 2025 or 182 days 
after their expected injection date (whichever is earlier) to:

• Commission their plant and begin to inject biomethane
• Submit a properly made application for registration

Following Ofgem’s review:

• If your PTGN and TG application is granted, you will receive 
confirmation by email 

• We may attach conditions to the TG application

• If your PTGN or TG application is rejected, you will be 
notified by email

• Ofgem will confirm the reason for rejection.
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Ofgem may revoke a Tariff Guarantee application if it considers -

• There has been a material change in circumstances such that, had the TG application been 
made after the change, it would have been rejected 

• The applicant fails to comply with conditions imposed in accordance with the issued Tariff 
Guarantee Notice

• That the information on which the decision to grant the Tariff guarantee was based was 
incorrect in a material particular; or

• That the production and injection of biomethane is materially different from the production 
and injection of biomethane which was proposed under the original application.

Material differences include:

Revoking a Tariff Guarantee Application

The location of 
the place where 
biomethane is 

injected

The maximum 
initial capacity 
of biomethane

The source of 
energy and 

technology or 
design of the 

plant

The maximum 
initial capacity is 

at least 10% 
greater or 

smaller than the 
capacity 
proposed 

against the 
original 

application



Application demo
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Access to the portal from the Ofgem website

In order to 
start your 
application 

you will need 
to

Create an 
account

Register an 
organisation 
against your 

account



Application demo
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aEach stage of the process will provide you with 
information on what you need to complete it

You will receive a submission email notification after 
adding your organisation and completing stage 1

You will only be able to complete stage 2 once your 
stage 1 has been approved by Ofgem



Application demo
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On the landing page you will be 
able to read information on the 
scheme, how to apply and what is 
required for the different stages

You can use the eligibility checker 
(right side nr 2) to check if you 
should apply to the scheme

You can create an account by 
clicking ‘Create an account’ under 
section 3 on the right or by 
clicking create an account at the 
bottom of the landing page



Application demo
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When creating your account you will 
need to provide your email address 
and click ‘send verification code’

You will receive an email from 
Microsoft with a 6 digit code

You will then have to provide your 
name and surname to proceed

You will then be prompted to enter a 
password



Application demo
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You will need to sign-in to access 
your account after account creation

You can find the sign-in button in 
the top right corner

Use your email address and the 
password you created

If you forget your password, you 
can reset it by clicking the ‘forgot 
your password’ link



Application demo
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Whenever you 
are signed in 
you will be 

taken to your 
dashboard

Here you will 
be able to add 
an organisation 

or see 
organisations 

you have 
already added

You will need 
to add an 

organisation to 
start an 

application



Application demo
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To add your organisation you will 
need to provide:

1. Company information

2. Personal information as the 
authorised signatory

You can only upload PDF, JPG, PNG, 
BMP, TIF, XLS or XLSX files. No file 
can be larger than 5MB

Once you have completed the 
organisation registration, you will 
not be able to edit the information



Application demo
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Once you have 
submitted your 

organisation 
you can start a 
new application 

stage 1



Application demo
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For stage 1 you must complete all 3 
sections before you can submit

You can complete the sections in 
any order you like

You can save and continue at any 
point to return to your application at 
a later stage

Once your application is submitted, 
you will receive an email notification 
confirming your submission 

If you need to query your 
application, please quote the 
reference number you receive with 
your application submission email



Application demo
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We will be in touch to ask for more 
information or to confirm approval 
of your stage 1 application

Once you have completed and 
submitted an application stage, you 
will not be able to edit it

You can also view the status of your 
application on your dashboard



Application demo
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You will only be 
able to complete 

your stage 2 
submission once 

your stage 1 
submission has 
been approved



Any questions?
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Questions submitted prior to the event
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1. What is the position on changing from the RHI to the GGSS if 
the plant hasn't delivered any gas into the network?

2. Will the GGSS apply to plant expansions in the future or just 
new builds?

3. At what stage in the application can operators start 
commissioning their plants (especially further towards the 
2025 deadline) without it impacting their "new" plant status.

4. Can Ofgem please lay out the criteria that Ofgem will use to 
determine whether a plant has been commissioned?

5. Can existing AD plants be eligible for GGSS if they are looking 
to expand? If not, what constitutes a 'new' AD plant? 



To be eligible, the expected 
injection date must be on or 
before 30 November 2025

Closing Comments
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The Green Gas Support Scheme 
opens to new applications at 
9am on 30 November 2021

Visit our Green Gas Support 
Scheme and Green Gas Levy 
page and follow us on Twitter and 
LinkedIn

https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-social-schemes/green-gas-support-scheme-and-green-gas-levy/apply-or-log
https://www.twitter.com/ofgem
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ofgem



