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Introduction
· William Mezzullo (WM) gave an introduction and call rules
· WM informed attendees that the meeting was being recorded
· WM gave an overview of the agenda

Brief recap of REA position on hydrogen and other relevant updates (REA)
· Kiara Zennaro (KZ) gave an update on the REA hydrogen working group and its remit. 
· KZ gave update on the growing hydrogen membership of the REA
· KZ gave update on the upcoming call for nominations for Hydrogen members to be co-opted in the Green Gas Steering Group 
· KZ briefed attendees on REA hydrogen position, here.
· KZ informed members of REA hydrogen messaging
· Marcus Newborough (MN) queried what is meant by fully captured carbon with regard to blue hydrogen. The paper needs to be more specific. Action: KZ to define that more precisely, backed up by evidence/science. KZ accepted need to update general wording around blue hydrogen.
· Stuart Easterbrook (SB) highlighted the need to state the key role of hydrogen right at the start, before we dive into different production pathways. 

Actions: members to let Kiara know if they have any comments on the position statement. KZ to update the position in line with the comments made.

Updates on BEIS policy to support hydrogen (REA or BEIS) – see REA’s presentation 
· KZ briefed members on timeframes for consultation responses (LCHS, NZHF and HBM)
· KZ gave update on BEIS ‘minded to’ position on the variable premium price support and mentioned BEIS’ current thinking around sliding scale approach and proposed price discovery mechanism
· KZ outlined allocation timeframes for CCUS and non-CCUS projects (NZHF and HBM)
· SE highlighted that BEIS is also developing business models for T&Cs for CCUS-enabled projects. KZ highlighted there are a number of business models being developed by BEIS that are relevant to the CCS clusters (under the CCS cluster sequencing process)

Small scale projects: agreeing a REA’s position on the way forward (REA, all)
· KZ held discussion on member opinions on whether specific support is needed for small scale projects, given the complexity of BEIS proposed variable premium mechanism 
· WM stressed that all emerging renewable energy technologies began on the small scale supported by small scale subsidies
· WM believed it is unlikely Government would be persuaded to introduce a policy other than a contract for difference (CfD)-style mechanism 
· WM suggested that a CfD-light may be a way forward for small projects e.g. effectively a subsidy mechanism at a set price with no increases further down the line or any linkage to prices. This would protect government spend whilst ensuring a stable revenue stream.
· Administratively set strike prices rather than an auction would also make it simpler. 
· However, WM expressed concerns that if we push too hard on a loight-CfD, this may have implications somewhere else e.g. they could take away money from other funds such as the NZHF
· Members said that CfDs are inherently rigid and queried more flexible ways of ensuring revenue
· Members also raised concerns around administrative issues such as proving eligibility
· Members seemed to support a CfD for smaller scale hydrogen sites; they asked for a lighter contract with less bureaucracy involved
· Frank Gordon (FG) also mentioned tight timescales on the power CfD 
· FG also suggested a simplification of CfD bidding 

Action: Members would like to see more information around a CfD-light approach

Updates on RTFO and transport policy developments specific to hydrogen
· Paul Thompson gave an update on hydrogen for transport
· Rules around eligibility of RFNBO hydrogen (re demonstrating that electricity used from electrolysers plugged into power grid is renewable and additional) to be published soon 
· Currently biomass derived hydrogen from most wastes and residues is eligible for development fuel certificates, meaning a higher subsidy
· DfT consultation last year proposed hydrogen from SMR/ATR of biomethane not using CCS would no longer be eligible for development fuel certificates but outcome not out yet – should be out soon 
· On Recycled Carbon Fuels (RCFs), further consultation expected this year. DfT is holding a stakeholder workshop on current thinking around recycled carbon fuels and RTFO. That’s on Wed 9 Feb, 1430-1700. If you are interested let Paul know. 

· PT discussed consultation on phasing out fossil diesel HGVs
· DfT remains keen to phase out fossil fuels in internal combustion engines, with consultation held last autumn
· Hydrogen vehicles are seen as one of the phasing-out options
· REA concerns around exact phase out date and biomethane inclusion
· PT emphasised final details were yet to be confirmed, still awaiting publication of final decision
· PT gave update on jet zero consultation
· PT briefed REA work on jet zero council
· PT briefed on consultation on sustainable aviation fuel on flights departing UK
· UK had an ambition of 10% SAF by 2030, but this is an ambition not a commitment
· No direct mandates have been issued
· DfT is seriously considering a CfD style policy mechanism for SAF and have published paper on this
· PT briefed on low carbon fuel strategy
· DfT are hoping to publish paper on the low carbon transport fuel market in the next few weeks

ENA’s work on hydrogen and blending programme (Thomas Koller, ENA)
· TK gave briefing on gas networks’ projects to deliver the net zero pathway
· TK used case studies of green gas and hydrogen 
· TK presented ENA innovation project map
· TK led discussion on the hydrogen blending plan from the networks (see presentation for further detail)

Hydrogen Gas Market Plan: Hydrogen GoOs (Susannah Ferris, National Grid)
· SF gave overview of guarantees of origin and the NG’s Gas Market Plan project looking at GoOs for Hydrogen 
· SF explained how a H2 GoO scheme could benefit the UK gas market
· SF emphasised the need for a fast timeline with a strong statutory mechanism

Other gas related update
· KZ and John Baldwin (JB) gave update on other gas related policy and consultations including future billing methodology, LTS Future project and Green hydrogen injection into the NTS

Supporting low carbon hydrogen injection into the gas grid: policy proposals (REA, all)
· KZ briefed members on the work the REA is doing to support the introduction of a hydrogen injection mechanism
· Proposals include GGSS being adapted to include injection or inclusion of hydrogen in long term greening gas policy
· Members supportive of any scheme that increases hydrogen production, whether that was a CfD or something akin to the Green Gas Support Scheme
· Members stressed need to be aligned with other hydrogen policies and also aligned with Gas Networks’ blending plan 
· Members stressed need for financial incentive in hydrogen injection, welcomed these proposals as providing that financial incentive


Member feedback on BEIS consultation on hydrogen ready boilers (industry) (REA, all)
· KZ briefed members BEIS current call for evidence on enabling and/or required hydrogen-ready industrial equipment 
· Members raised concerns around logistics - how would sites get hydrogen to boilers if they are not in a cluster
· Action: members to provide any further comments on call for evidence to Kiara. 
