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REA Member Brief - EU Vote on Biomass

Briefing for: 	REA Biomass Members
Purpose: 	To inform members around recent EU votes on biomass
Date: 		September 2022 
Key Points: 
The vote allows biomass, to continue counting towards renewable energy targets
Amendments have called for phasing down the share of primary wood biomass counted as renewable
The proposals define biomass to include all roundwood felled or otherwise harvested or removed
REA welcomes the adoption of the REDIII but the new definition of primary biomass raises concerns.


1. Context




MEPs on Sept. 14 voted in favour of proposals for a revised Renewable Energy Directive (REDIII). The proposals aim to raise the share of renewables in the European Union’s final energy consumption to 45 percent by 2030. The legislation also defines sub-targets for sectors such as transport, buildings and heating. In the transport sector, deploying renewables should lead to a 16% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. Industry should boost its use of renewables by 1.9% per year, and district heating networks by 2.3%.
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2. Primary Wood Biomass

MEPs also adopted amendments calling for phasing down the share of primary wood counted as renewable energy. The proposals define primary wood biomass to include all roundwood felled or otherwise harvested. This includes all wood obtained from removals, such as the quantities removed from forests. This also includes wood recovered due to natural mortality, felling and logging. It also includes all wood removed with or without bark. This includes wood removed in its round form or in other forms, such as branches, roots and stumps. The definition of primary wood biomass does not include woody biomass obtained from wildfire prevention, road safety measures, and natural disasters.

3. Capping Primary Wood Biomass

Under the proposal, the share from primary woody biomass cannot exceed the share of the average solid biomass consumption in 2017-2022. Whilst this is disappointing, MEPs voted against setting any dates to reduce the burning of primary wood. They also rejected calls for a complete phaseout of biomass energy generation.

4. Other Policy Implications of the Vote

· 45% EU RES target.
· Definition of RESH2 including both pathways (electrolysis and biogas reforming).
· Unchanged definition of food and feed crops.
· Transport targets in line with REPowerEU (unchanged for advanced biofuels).
· No hard request of waste hierarchy in sustainability criteria.
· No retroactive application of GHG savings for existing plants, 70% for those starting in 2021 (as it is now) and 85% from 2026 (so up 5% compared to 2018 text).
· Transport target is 0,5 % in 2025 and at least 2,2 % in 2030, and the share of renewable fuels of non-biological origin is at least 2,6 % in 2028 and at least 5,7 %in 2030. 
· No halving of food and feed crop-based biofuels as proposed in the ENVI Committee.
· Renewables in buildings target at least 49% % share of energy from renewable sources and unavoidable waste heat and cold in the buildings sector by 2030.
· Increased share of renewable heating by an indicative 2.3% as an annual average.
· Share in RFNBOs of Hydrogen maintained.
· GOs: requirements unchanged compared to ITRE Committee Report.

5. Takeaways

· This vote means that biomass will remain a part of the EU’s renewable energy future, and the REA welcomes this.
· Keeping biomass within REDIII was supported across the European Parliament’s political spectrum.
· Definitions of primary and secondary biomass are overly harsh and could limit the availability of biomass in the EU.
· Placing limits on biomass and not other renewable technologies does create an imbalance between biomass and other decarobinsation solutions. Which could mean biomass being less competitive in the EU.
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