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About the Association for Renewable Energy and Clean Technology (‘the REA’)

The REA is the UK’s largest trade association for renewable energy and clean technology, representing around 550 member companies operating across the heat, power, transport, and circular bioresources sectors. The REA has technology-specific member Forums, each with its own elected Chair and Steering Group. In the case of this consultation response, member interest was received from the REA EV Forum and Renewable Transport Fuels Forum.

The REA EV Forum represents nearly 100 companies operating across the electric vehicle charging infrastructure value chain, from public Charge Point Operators to energy suppliers, eMobility Service Providers, roaming hubs, installers, manufacturers, and financiers. The REA’s EV Forum has been active since 2018 and in 2020 the UK Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment Association merged its operations into those of the REA.


About this consultation response

This consultation response focuses on the key issues of concern to REA members. It does not offer comment on proposals that do not impact the business sectors covered by our membership.

This consultation response therefore focuses on:
· Requirements to install electric vehicle charging infrastructure at service areas (paragraph 111 and Annex A)
· Requirements for said infrastructure to meet a particular specification (paragraphs 111 and 112)
· [bookmark: _Hlk114067052]Requirements for measures to be taken during the development of new service areas to allow electric vehicle charging infrastructure to be installed at a later date (paragraph 113)
· [bookmark: _Hlk114067609]Requirements for high-power charging to be included in new developments without private off-street parking (paragraph 44)

Contact

For questions and further discussion, please contact Jacob Roberts, Transport Policy Manager at the REA: jroberts@r-e-a.net








The full consultation documents can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development-updates/consultation-to-update-the-strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development-circular-022013 

Requirements to install electric vehicle charging infrastructure at service areas

Re: Annex A
The REA supports the revision to make EV charging mandatory for motorway and APTR service areas. In practice, we believe that the majority of such sites have already installed, or will soon be installing, EV charging equipment. These requirements remain necessary to ensure that all sites offer EV charging, thereby ensuring that EV can access charging infrastructure across the entire SRN.


Requirements for electric vehicle charging infrastructure installed at service areas to meet a particular specification

Re: Paragraph 111

Paragraph 111 sets out a number of revisions regarding the equipment and service specification of EV charging infrastructure installed at service areas. The table below summarises REA’s position on each of these requirements:

	Requirement
	REA position

	Enabling multiple payment options that cover both electronic and cash payment
	Oppose

	Provide easy-to-read prices in p/kWh that do not fluctuate once charging sessions have started
	Support

	Ensure chargepoints are working all year round
	Tentatively support

	Provide 24/7 helplines for users
	Support



Regarding multiple payment methods, we are strongly opposed to the requirement to offer cash payment. This requirement would cause considerable industry disruption, as automated cash payment is not offered by any high-power EV charging equipment manufacturer; neither are existing chargepoint network operators equipped to meet the additional activities required to support cash-holding equipment. In practice, cash payment would only be possible if service areas were staffed to manually process cash payments, which is both practically and commercially unviable at this point in time. In the short-to-medium term, the requirement for cash payment would therefore be undeliverable and would jeopardise the rollout of EV charging equipment across all service areas.

The REA would be supportive of requirements for EV charging equipment to offer multiple forms of electronic payment only. This has been a widespread practice for many years.

We are also supportive of providing easy-to-read prices in p/kWh, that do not fluctuate after a charging session has begun. This too has been a widespread and longstanding practice within the EV charging industry.

The REA tentatively supports the requirement to ensure chargepoint are working all year round. We support the requirement to provide a reliable service, but we consider that the wording of this requirement is too vague and open to interpretation. For example “all year round” could be taken to mean “always”, or it could be taken to mean “not switched off over Winter”. We suggest that this requirement mirrors those set out in the upcoming Consumer Experience regulations, as EV charging equipment installed at service areas will be subject to these regulations in any case.

Re: Paragraph 112:

The REA is supportive of PAS1899 and has actively contributed to its development. We welcome the standard, as it provides much-needed guidance on what is required to ensure that EV charging is accessible to all. However, we caution against making PAS1899 compliance a requirement for EV charging provided at service areas at this stage. This is because neither the EV charging industry nor service area operators have yet had an opportunity to assess: whether compliance with PAS1899 will be realistic in the immediate future; what steps will be required to achieve compliance; and when achieving compliance is likely to be feasible.


Requirements for measures to be taken during the development of new service areas to allow electric vehicle charging infrastructure to be installed at a later date 

Re: Paragraph 113

The REA is supportive of requirements for planning applications for new roadside facilities to demonstrate how parking bays can be later retrofitted with EV charging equipment. Taking correct steps at the construction phase can make the installation of EV charging equipment significantly faster and cheaper. We would suggest that guidance is made available to inform both developers and application assessors on this topic, as it may not be immediately apparent to either party as to how effective certain futureproofing measures are, potentially meaning new service areas are constructed that are later found to not simplify the process of installing EV charging equipment. Where appropriate, we would also suggest co-ordinating futureproofing requirements with those set out in Building Regulations. For example, this could mirror a requirement for a certain number of bays to have EV charging equipment installed and a certain number of additional bays needing to be readied for installation in the future.


Requirements for high-power charging to be included in new developments without private off-street parking 

Re: Paragraph 44

The REA supports requiring new developments with on-street or communal parking to be required to include EV charging equipment within their plans. However, we do not believe the requirements should be specifically for high-power charging, or any other specific type of equipment. Many solutions are available that provide a convenient and effective charging solutions in a residential environment and, in many cases, high-power charging may not be the ideal solution. For example, providing a greater quantity of lower-powered chargepoints could reduce costs for both the developer and the resident by enabling smart functionality to access off-peak electricity. It should be for the developer to decide which solution is most suitable for their development.
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