Westminster Hall Debate – Tuesday 21st February 2023
This House has considered electric vehicle infrastructure cost and availability.
Debate called by Steve Brine MP for Winchester. 
Government, Labour and SNP Spokespeople:
· Gavin Newlands (SNP Spokesperson) – Echoed the points discussed by MP’s below, agreeing with the need to bring public charging VAT in line with the private charging VAT rate of 5%. and proclaiming the successes of chargepoint roll out, and E-bus deployment in Scotland. 
· Tanmanjeet Singh Desi (Labour Shadow Transport Minister)- Called for mandated levels of chargepoint installation “as called for by Motoring Groups”. Then outlined a number of Labour policies: “A Labour Government will support new gigafactories, leveraging private sector investment and creating thousands of British jobs. We will offer interest-free loans for new and used EVs, to those on low and middle incomes. We will support a truly nationwide and accessible charging network, so that range anxiety is ended everywhere and for everyone.”. 
· Minister of State Hew Merriman – References the New AutoMotive report “On the Road to 2030” we jointly published. Referencing that chargepoint rollout is “progressing at an adequate pace, growing by a third every 12 months, and the UK is on track to meet the expected 300,000 public chargers by the end of 2030”.  He then summarised the Government’s work so far on the LEVI Pilot, RAPID network, Consumer Experience regulations and PAS 1899. 
· On the ZEV mandate he said: “The Government will soon publish more details about the design of the ZEV mandate, including uptake in trajectories and accompanying CO2 emissions regulation regarding how the targets will be set and enforced. That comes back to the point about philosophy. We are moving away from subsidising individuals buying electrical vehicles, towards a mandate that will incentivise car manufacturers to produce EVs, and if they do not do so, they will end up being penalised. That is our future philosophy”.
ZEV Mandate: 
· Steve Brine called the ZEV mandate “nerdy” but only argues due to the targets set originally, we need to hear more on what the Government intend to do, with less than a year until its implementation (January 2024). This urgency was also communicated by a number of speakers. 
· Tanmanjeet Singh Desi (Labour Shadow Transport Minister)- Called for mandated levels of chargepoint installation “as called for by Motoring Groups”. The REA will look also to feed in to the Labour manifesto and discuss useful metrics for chargepoint deployment that go beyond merely installation targets, which we believe is not the most useful metric to encourage EV uptake. 
· Minister of State Hew Merriman - “The Government will soon publish more details about the design of the ZEV mandate, including uptake in trajectories and accompanying CO2 emissions regulation regarding how the targets will be set and enforced. That comes back to the point about philosophy. We are moving away from subsidising individuals buying electrical vehicles, towards a mandate that will incentivise car manufacturers to produce EVs, and if they do not do so, they will end up being penalised. That is our future philosophy”. 
· Overall, this is an encouraging defence of the ZEV mandate by Government. The REA will continue to push for an ambitious ZEV mandate in the meantime. 
Summary of Steve Brine MP’s views expressed: 
· Brine’s points centred around his scepticism regarding the Government’s 300,000 chargepoints target by 2030. He asserted without some limited Government intervention current market failure which has seen disparity across the country on chargepoint rollout would continue and lead to unequal charging infrastructure across the country. 
· Brine also called for the return of the Car Grant Scheme scrapped in June 2022 as he asserted it had achieved higher than expected EV targets. 
· At one point Brine gives way to John Redwood who wrongly asserts that switching to EV’s at a time when “70% of our electricity comes from fossil fuels on some days of the year” and switching to EV’s and scrapping still functional ICE vehicles would add more CO2 to the atmosphere. Brine agreed with the sentiment behind these remarks and referred Redwood to the Minister for more details on carbon accounting. These are clearly incorrect claims, and the REA will look to address some of these concerns at a later date at our next APPG. 
· Dr Dan Poulter also interjected suggesting that more focus should be on encouraging people to charge at home, as it’s not practical to have public chargepoints in rural communities. Steve Brine replied he believed this to be correct as “a three-point plug can lead to a 30-hour charge”. The REA will look to address these claims at our next APPG, pointing MP’s to our “On the Road to 2030” report which highlights the number of people without the ability to charge at home, and the need for more public charging infrastructure along side private charging. 
· Alistair Carmichael also spoke significant renewable energy is his constituency of Orkney but due to grid constraints there is no way to feed this excess renewable energy it to the grid and perhaps charge EV’s, called for decentralisation of the grid to combat this. 
Other contributions:
· Kerry McCarthy – Pushed for more detail on the 99% reliability standard in the Consumer Experience Regulations. The REA are also continuing to engage with OZEV on these regulations. 
· Andrew Selous – discussed the need to reduce the VAT rate for public charging to be in line with private. Selous and Stephen Hammond then discussed the need to change bylaws to allow charging cable ducts in pavements so that they are not trip hazards for pedestrians. 
· Jamie Stone – called for charging to be the same price everywhere and not vary by council area. 
· Ian Paisley – focused on the currently inadequate charging infrastructure in Northern Ireland. 
· Justin Madders – believed the cost and convenience of running an electric vehicle were still debatable.  Also called for VAT reduction as is inherently unfair on those who don’t have access to off-street parking. The REA is looking to address concerns around the cost of charging to MPs at our next APPG where we will share data from our 2023 On the Road to 2030 Report with New AutoMotive, which outlines the cost of charging an EV vs an ICE vehicle. 
· Were Hobhouse – noted her concern around the safety of home charging, claiming that some people charge their EV’s using daisy chains or multi socket extension leads which could be dangerous. 
