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Draft Consultation Response:
EA Consultation on amendments to standard rules Incorporation of decarbonisation readiness requirements, carbon capture at anaerobic digestion facilities and withdrawal of SR2009 No4
· Consultation document: EA Consultation - AD Standard Rules
· Deadline: 18th December, 23:59

Consultation Summary:
This consultation seeks views on three topics related to Standard Rules relevant to AD:
1. Decarbonisation readiness requirements
2. CCUS at AD facilities
3. Withdrawal of SR2009 No.4
Decarbonisation Readiness – DESNZ has expanded the scope of Carbon Capture Readiness requirements through the Environmental Permitting Regulations. The new requirements are called ‘decarbonisation readiness’ (DR). From 28th February 2026, operators applying for environmental permits will be required to include a DR report for certain new or ‘substantially refurbished’ electricity generators (and to maintain/review these reports). The consultation seeks views on proposed conditions which will be added to some standard rules to reflect the new DR requirements.
CCUS at AD facilities – Many AD activities can be undertaken under Standard Rules permits. However, SR permits do not allow upgrading biogas to biomethane through carbon capture and storage for utilisation. Currently, a bespoke permit (more costly and time-consuming to acquire) is required for these activities. This consultation seeks views on proposed conditions to be added to existing AD standard rules which would allow operators to undertake carbon capture, upgrade, and storage for use (without the need for a bespoke permit).
Withdrawal of SR2009 No.4 – This consultation also includes a proposal to withdraw standard rules SR2009 No 4: combustion of biogas in engines at a sewage treatment works. The EA is of opinion it is no longer required as the activities covered in SR2009 No4 are now covered in the more recently published SR2021 No 10: anaerobic digestion of non-hazardous sludge at a waste water treatment works, including the use of the resultant biogas.

Consultation Questions and Draft Responses
Decarbonisation readiness
Question 1: Do you agree with the requirements of proposed conditions? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. The proposed conditions should be clear enough for operators to understand their responsibilities and be able to comply with the decarbonisation readiness requirements.

Question 2: Do you agree that the proposed conditions are clear for operators? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. We have proposed conditions that will require operators to keep a decarbonisation readiness report, review at least every 2 years and provide a copy to the Environment Agency on request. Operator’s will need to ensure they can meet their chosen decarbonisation readiness and will be required to notify us if their chosen route changes. 

Question 3: Are there any additional conditions you think should be included? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. It should be clear which permitted generators are subject to decarbonisation readiness requirements. We will make reference to these in the introductory notes of the standard rules permits that we issue. The decarbonisation readiness reports should also include this information. 

Question 4: Do you think we need to be clearer which generators decarbonisation readiness is relevant to? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. 



Carbon capture, upgrading and storage
The EA propose adding or amending the following conditions: 2.1 Permitted activities, 2.4 Operating techniques, 4.2 Reporting, and 4.4 Interpretation (details on pp.11-14 of consultation document)
Question 5: Do you agree with the inclusion of carbon capture and upgrading into the standard rules? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. We have included a list of technologies in the proposed conditions. This limits the treatment of biogas to produce carbon dioxide to filtering, washing, water scrubbing, distillation, compressing, condensation, drying and cooling.
REA agrees with the inclusion of carbon capture and upgrading into the standard rules but we have some concerns over a few of the proposed conditions. See answer to question 6.  
Question 6: Do you agree with the technologies specified within the proposed conditions? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. We have included a list of technologies in the proposed conditions. This limits the treatment of biogas to produce carbon dioxide to filtering, washing, water scrubbing, distillation, compressing, condensation, drying and cooling.
REA has concerns over two of the requirements noted in section 2.4 – Operating Techniques
‘Treatment shall achieve a capture rate of at least 95% of carbon dioxide recovered.’ 
In the RPS 255 – this figure is 80% which allows for contingencies. We have heard from members that although for the majority of the time, 95% or higher can be achieved, there are some occasions when this may not be the case. We would urge this level to be reduced to account for contingencies, or for there to be an understanding that a 95% capture rate may not be achievable 100% of the time and for this to be reflected in the wording of the condition. 
‘There shall be no venting of stored carbon dioxide.’
Members report that this condition is likely to cause issues – there are instances when there is a sample failure as operationally the CO2 cannot go backwards up the line from the tanks into the process and through the flare.  The only way out of the CO2 storage tanks is to vent.  This restriction is not in RPS 255. We urge this to be changed to ‘there shall be no routine venting of stored carbon dioxide’, to account for the few occasions when this must be done.
Question 7: Do you think we need to include other carbon capture and upgrading technologies into the standard rules which we have not specified? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response. 


Withdrawal of SR2009 No 4: combustion of biogas in engines at a sewage treatment works
Question 8. Do you agree with the withdrawal SR2009 No 4? (Yes/No/Don’t know/Not applicable)
Please provide further details to help us understand the reasons behind your response.
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