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Ofgem agreement regarding the timetable for issuing connection offers under the Gate 2 to Whole Queue (“G2tWQ”) process
Summary
4th June 2026

Understanding the Connections Queue
The vast majority of new energy projects require a connection to the national grid. In the past, GB’s grid was primarily served by a small number of fossil fuel and nuclear power stations; as a result, new connections to the grid were issued on a first come, first served basis. However, with the shift to a more decentralised energy system and an increased number of smaller renewable energy installations (solar, BESS etc.), the size of the connections queue has skyrocketed. According to NESO, the current connections queue stands at over 738GW[footnoteRef:1]; to put this into perspective, approximately 200GW of clean generation capacity is required by 2030, and the daily average demand in GB over the past year was only 31.3GW[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  National Energy System Operator, About Connections Reform | National Energy System Operator; Accessed June 2026]  [2:  Drax Electric Insights, Drax Electric Insights; Accessed June 2026] 


What is Connection Reform?
Under the first come, first served system, many applicants would request a place in the queue as a speculative investment, clogging up the queue and preventing crucial new renewable energy projects from acquiring a timely grid connection.
To address this, NESO (with support from Ofgem, Transmission Owners and Distribution Network Operators) is changing the way the connections queue works in order to move to first ready and needed, first served. NESO aims to remove speculative, unviable projects from the queue, and ensure that the renewable energy projects needed to achieve Clean Power 2030 and future climate targets can connect to the grid in a timely manner.

What is the Gate 2 to Whole Queue (G2tWQ) Process?
The G2tWQ process describes the assessment process by which NESO determines which projects are ready to connect. In order to demonstrate readiness, new projects must meet a series of criteria (e.g. securing land rights, getting planning consent) before they can receive a grid connection. Projects which meet these criteria are said to have passed through Gate 2, and can therefore receive a confirmed connection date, connection point and spot in the queue.
If Projects do not meet the new requirements for readiness, they can either terminate their connection request or receive a Gate 1 offer. Projects passing through Gate 1 will not receive a connection date but can progress through Gate 2 in the future if they meet the requirements.

Ofgem agreement regarding timetable[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ofgem agreement regarding the timetable for issuing connection offers under the Gate 2 to Whole Queue (“G2tWQ”) process | Ofgem] 

NESO requested an alternative timetable for the G2tWQ process, which has been accepted by Ofgem. The up-to-date Connections Reform timeline is available on the NESO website Connections reform timeline | National Energy System Operator
Ofgem has set the timetable as follows:
· Gate 2 Phase 1 offers: to be issued by NESO no later than 30 September 2026 
· Gate 2 Phase 2 offers: to be issued by NESO by no later than 31 January 2027 
· Gate 2 Phase 1 Distribution Offer Completion: no later than 30 November 2026 
· Gate 2 Phase 2 Distribution Offer Completion: no later than 31 March 2027

Phase 1 offers are for projects needed to connect by 2030, whereas Phase 2 offers are for projects connecting after 2030.
If a project does not accept a Gate 2 offer, NESO must also provide a Gate 1 offer as soon as possible, and no later than 6 weeks after the rejection. NESO must inform Ofgem immediately if there is a risk of the timetable slipping from these dates. Ofgem will continue to monitor progress against Phase 1 and Phase 2 milestones.

For more information on Connections Reform, please contact the REA’s Power team or refer to the NESO website Connections Reform | National Energy System Operator
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